WAR FEARS AND WAR PLANS IN MOSCOW        ^y
sixty war planes in 1923; today the number is 280.
Furthermore, the Soviets insist that there is an agree-
ment between Rumania and France which stipulates
that in the event of a war with the Soviet Union the
French Government will supply Rumania with addi-
tional aircraft, with tanks and with chemical equipment
for warfare.
The general staffs of Poland and Rumania openly
cooperate with each other and the combined stafls of
these countries are closely connected with the French
general staff in Paris. An agreement between Poland
and Czechoslovakia provides for the unhindered pass-
age of French ammunition through that country to
Poland and thence to the Soviet border,
Estonia is another link in the chain of border States
which forms a sort of cordon sanitaire about the Soviet
Republic and keeps Bolshevist civilization from coming
into direct contact with the countries of Central and
Western Europe. Estonia, too, has her territorial am-
bitions and border grievances. The Estonians believe
their territory should extend not to Narva but to
Novgorod, in the Soviet Union. Estonia's war budget
is only $5,000,000, but in the event of a war with the
Soviet Union the country would possess strategic im-
portance for an offensive by other capitalist nations.
Finland lays claim to the small, adjacent Soviet re-
public of Karelia, whose population is largely of
Finnish stock. But as Finland's war budget has re-
mained at $14,200,000 since 1928 and a non-aggres-